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BUTTERFLY GARDEN

INSTALLATIONS

This summer, Nancy Perez and Ian Eckerson collaborated on a joint project
with Stocking Savvy to create floating islands for the Miralago community in
Palmer Ranch. The purpose behind these floating islands—beyond
aesthetic appeal—was to combat eutrophication in the water table and
reduce the impact of red tide events, as well as providing needed habitat for
pollinators by planting natives. Floating islands are a single solution to a
wide array of issues, being “…a great way to satisfy the need for clean
water, beautiful neighborhoods, and reduce use of herbicides and
pesticides”, as stated by Ian. Using this research, Stocking Savvy is planning
on implementing floating islands and their incredible benefits elsewhere in
Florida. 

Both interns discovered Stocking Savvy’s internship offer via the
Crosscollege Alliance through USF. Nancy had stated that while there were
other companies with similar internships, Stocking Savvy’s stood out the
most to her. Ian mentioned that the workload for the internship was hard,
but he was already aware of that from the internship description, and found
he got used to the physical labor over time. The benefits from being able to
build these islands were considered by both Ian and Nancy to be invaluable,
from gaining hands-on and field work experience that looks great on a
resumé, to doing research that could eventually end up in an article.
Floating islands are a financially and environmentally-friendly alternative to
using herbicides and pesticides, one that lasts long-term and is an attractive
addition to any water body.

-Augustus Leonard
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Stocking Savvy recently went out to rescue
several rare and unusual native plants in
Gainesville where one of our volunteers’
neighbors was developing a site. This allowed us
to rescue many plants such as American Lotus,
Humped Bladderwort, and Purple Bladderworts.
Some of these species Stocking Savvy will work
to introduce to the native plant trade to help
restore native habitats. Bladderworts can be
useful for reducing mosquito and nuisance
insects as they are carnivorous plants! All native
plants have purpose in their ecosystems and
Stocking Savvy will be there to help rebuild any
part of it, even going so far as to help relocate
endangered giant air plants from fallen trees
and developed sites. Do you want to restore
your habitat or know a place about to be
developed with plants needing rescue? Call
Stocking Savvy today!

Sean Patton, Stocking Savvy’s CEO and
founder is running for local office in a non-
partisan seat for Soil and Water District
Group 1 in Sarasota County. He aims to
help improve the health of our local
ecosystems and use his knowledge of
habitat restoration to help advise local
governments and laws on water quality.
The position is unpaid and strictly
advisory to local officials and public
education. If you’d like to support Sean
Patton for Soil and Water or learn more
about his campaign please follow us at
Sean Patton for Soil and Water District
Group 1 or email
seanpatton4soilandwater@gmail.com.
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Sean plans on using his years of knowledge and
experience in habitat restoration and environmental

science to advise our city. 

A Stocking Savvy iNaturalist observation depicting
the Humped Bladdewort (Utricularia gibba).  



SELBY'S ECOQUEST
ASKS YOU TO "LIVE
ON THE EDGE"

If you're looking for a reason to explore
your local environment, we've got one
for you! Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
is helping people become citizen
scientists using the iNaturalist app as
part of their Sarasota-Manatee
Ecoflora's Ecoquest project. This
month's challenge is called "Living on
the Edge", Florida's lifeblood is our
waterways, with every resident living
on or near a body of water, whether it's
a wetland, swamp, or marsh, or lake.
For the challenge, Selby is requesting
locals' participation in the observation
and identification of plant species in
our beautiful county via iNaturalist, a
virtual citizen science network. If you
can spot a bulrush, cattail, milkweed,
canna lily, or other plant specified by
Selby, you can be a part of the
challenge! For more information, check
out
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/li
ving-on-the-edge-sarasota-manatee-
ecoflora-challenge-august-2020

STOCKING
SAVVY'S ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!
If you're tech-savvy, get Stocking Savvy!
We post frequently to our Facebook
account, and have recently started an
active Instagram! Every week we do a
series of Native Plant and Animal Profiles,
which features a new and unique species
that calls Florida its home! If you come
across a native plant that interests you, we
may have it available for purchase. We've
recently added several new and exciting
species to our inventory, which you can
purchase by scheduling an appointment
with us! Check out the post details or visit
our social media accounts
(@stockingsavvy on all platforms) for more
details!
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An iNaturalist observation by Sean
depicting a Clouded Skipper resting on a
pickerelweed, one of the many species
Selby is requesting for their Ecoquest

challenge! 

Our Instagram timeline features everything
from rare native animal profiles like the

Electric Blue Crayfish to captures of our staff in
the field. 


