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TO REMOVE OR 
RESTORE?

 
IDENTIFYING 

POTENTIAL HAZARDS 
AND PROPERLY 

ASSESSING YOUR 
LANDSCAPE ALLOW 
YOU TO EFFICIENTLY 

CHOOSE 
RESTORATION WHEN 
POSSIBLE -WITHOUT
PUTTING YOURSELF 

AT RISK.  
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WHAT TO DO AFTER THE STORM PASSES 
Wherever you're based in Florida, we hope that you and your 
loved ones are on the other side of this storm safe and well, with 
minimal damage to your home and property.  Unfortunately, the 
negative impacts have been extensive even in areas outside of 
the storm's direct path. The flow of water has been changed, 
forest canopies have been altered, and wildlife displaced. In the 
aftermath, there are steps you can take to restore your property 
and prevent future damage.  

1. ASSESS RISK, NOTE DAMAGE, & CLEAR 
SITE 
After a storm, many of us want to get to work immediately to bring 
our land "back to normal". However, it is important to assess risk 
first. Even if it isn't obvious, there may be structurally compromised 
overhanging branches or other material which pose a risk during 
clean-up, or which may fall during weather afterwards. Do your best 
to assess these risks and work accordingly. Don't work alone if 
possible, and always wear gloves. Know when to call a professional - 
when it comes to electrical hazards, or risky tree limbs, it's not 
worth the risk to try it yourself. After truly assessing the risk and 
noting damage, give your landscape a "reset" and clear out all debris 
and hazardous material.  
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WHAT TO DO AFTER THE STORM PASSES Designing and installing 
a resilient landscape 
will save you time, 
money, and effort. 

 
In the meantime, know 
your plants and what 

they can tolerate. 
Understand the impact 
of wind, flood, and sun
overexposure on your 

plants.   

3. PLAN FOR A MORE RESILIENT 
LANDSCAPE

The Stocking Savvy team is available for restoration following 
the hurricane. We can replant uprooted trees (or recommend 
arborists for larger fixes), fix staking, and aid you in designing 
and installing a landscape that is resilient to wind and flood 
damages. If you want to hire us for a planting, especially in a 
water body, get in contact ASAP, as planting season is coming to 
a close. We will be taking a short leave to attend a specialists' 
training from October 5-8, so all consultations and plantings will 
take place after we return. Shoot us an email to get on our 
schedule! 

Installing dense shoreline plantings around your pond or lake 
can help prevent the severe erosion often caused by surges, as 
well as filter any pollutants or excess nutrients. Choosing 
hurricane-resistant natives over weak-rooted or flood-intolerant 
nonnatives will save you money, time, and effort. When hurricane 
season is over, you can call us for a consultation on how to make 
your landscape more resilient in the face of severe weather --
and better for your environment! 

4. CALL US - WE CAN HELP!

2. KNOW WHAT YOUR PLANTS NEED NOW
Some fruit trees, such as avocados, may not withstand sitting water 
for more than a few days. Mango trees, on the other hand, can be 
flooded for upwards of weeks. Knowing your plants and what they 
need after a storm is crucial. Check your plants' canopies to see if 
they are at risk for sun overexposure -- if the top branches are 
harmed, too much sun may impact the plant's inner branches, 
putting the health of the entire plant at risk. Do your research - if
you are a client with us, shoot us an email so we can advise. 
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PREPARING YOUR LANDSCAPE
Information regarding home preparation for hurricanes is 
abundant. If you're a Florida native, you were likely taught 
hurricane preparedness from a young age. Less discussed, but 
just as crucial, is preparing your landscape in advance of severe 
weather. By properly managing your land prior to a hurricane, 
you can prevent immense damage to your property and yourself. 
 

Native plants are not 
only better for the 
ecosystem, they 

generally have stronger, 
more resilient root 

systems which prevent 
tipping, upheaval, or 

other forms of damage.
 

Choosing native over nonnative 
in your yard can save you 

 literally thousands of dollars in 
damage. 

PROPERLY PRUNE YOUR TREES 1.

2. CLEAR YOUR GUTTERS

3. MAKE A PLAN FOR YOUR PLANTS 

4. PLANT NATIVE - NONNATIVE PLANTS 
ARE MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO DAMAGE. 

Properly planted and maintained trees are a great defense 
against hurricane damage. Prior to a storm, remove dead or 
broken branches, as well as branches which hang over important 
structures (such as a house or shed). Properly stake leaning trees 
and leave newly planted trees staked. Be cautious against 
services offering to "hurricane prune" your plants, and make sure 
pruning does NOT include "topping", "tipping", or "lion-tailing". 
Don't let your aesthetic preferences put you, your loved ones, 
and your property, at risk. 

ONLY truly dead palm leaves should be removed -- yellow leaves
are helping to support the palm through mobile nutrients.  

Truly, this should be done at least prior to the rainy season, but 
most certainly prior to a hurricane. Make sure your gutters are 
cleared and clean so water may flow properly. 

Potted plants are potential projectiles in the case of even 
moderately strong winds. Moreover, your potted plants may not 
enjoy the extensive, persistent rain they will receive, particularly 
if your pots have no drainage holes - bring them inside!

Native plants are more resilient and storm-resistant than 
nonnatives. Native plants in strategic locations can prevent wind 
damage, block projectiles, and reduce flooding.  


