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2022 was a big year for Florida and
Stocking Savvy, as we restored over
one million plants and animals to the
wild. We could not have done this
without our dedicated staff,
volunteers and contractors, and the
many of you who support us. As
happy as we were to celebrate that
success, our best year came with the
greatest hardships. We worked to
support and rebuild for those
impacted by Hurricane Ian, including
members of our own team. Our
communities, like our ecosystems,
are resilient in the face of destruction
but require care, attention, and
support from the community to
thrive.
2022 was a reminder that the spirit of
restoration rings true in and out of
the natural world - revival requires
collaboration. We couldn't have
restored one million native plants,
fish, and wildlife without the
invitation and collaboration with
residents and communities. We truly
thank you for helping us in our
mission to keep Florida healthy,
diverse, and resilient for years to
come.  

 

Looking Back on 2022: Last 
Year's Milestones 
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Wherever we can restore habitat we will! This is a 
floating island we installed in a pond along highway 

41 -- now it is a home for birds and turtles alike! 
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By going to scienceandenvironment.org and
clicking "Projects -> Healthy Ponds Media
Gallery", you can hear directly from the six
identified neighborhood champions and see
directly the change positive environmental
practices had on their communities. We're
proud to be mentioned in several of these
videos, as many of these champions worked
with us directly on the projects that
transformed their landscapes. The page also
includes dozens of resources and handouts on
everything from bioswales to algae control, and
we highly recommend taking a look and seeing
how you can apply some of the methods
mentioned to your own community. 

Healthy Ponds Initiative & Water 
Quality Champions 
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These native shoreline plants help filter 
pollutants, reduce erosion, and provide habitat 

for fish and wildlife.  

Florida is one of the most biodiverse states in the country, and for good reason. From relaxing,
quartz-sand beaches to everglades swamplands, we contain a multitude of ecosystems and
species within our bounds. Unfortunately, many of our land management practices encourage
the opposite - monocultures, prevalent chemical usage, and the planting of exotic and invasive
species lead to severe disruption in our habitats. One of the places you see this the most is in the
average neighborhood, where ponds often suffer from extreme algae issues, erosion, and lack of
diverse native species. In an effort to bring resources forth to combat these systems, as well as
showcase what a healthy, true Florida neighborhood can look like, the Science and
Environmental Council, IFAS, & START have joined forces  to start a program identifying local
Water Quality Champions. 

"By making easy and cost effective improvements to their aging stormwater 
ponds and impacted wetlands, homeowner associations (HOAs) are seeing 
reduced algal blooms, reduced erosion, and more wildlife returning to their 

neighborhoods. And by improving water quality in neighborhood ponds, they’re 
protecting our downstream creeks and bays."
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Green Living Toolkit

Have you ever wished there was one
place you could go to for
straightforward, helpful information
on ways you can make a difference in
your environment? Maybe you're
tired of googling your questions
about backyard mosquitos and home
energy, and wish there was a way you
could find answers without wading
through pages of confusing, unhelpful
material. Thanks to the partnership of
Sarasota and Manatee county
governments, UF/IFAS Extension, the
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, and
more amazing local organizations,
that resource is here. The Green
Living Toolkit compiles expert advice
in five categories: Energy, Food,
Waste, Water, and Nature.    
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The "essential guide to sustainable living on Florida's suncoast", the Green Living
Toolkit site is an easy, accessible resource that addresses problems and solutions
across a broad spectrum of topics that concern any Floridian. From answering
questions on the right way to recycle locally (because we all relate to the classic
"Can we recycle this?" question whenever trash day rolls around) to  providing
information on local hiking groups, the Green Living Toolkit has a wide
assortment of answers and solutions that would be difficult to find anywhere
else. By synthesizing such an array of material, the GLT provides one homebase
for exploring what you can do as an individual to live a greener, cleaner life, and
participate more fully in your local community initiatives! 

The GLT provides endless resources on everything
from local community gardens to supporting 

backyard wildlife. 
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What's In Store for 2023?

Aquatic and terrestrial plantings,
from backyards to multi-acre
properties
Consultation and assessment of
management issues & solutions
Floating island installation
Food forest and permaculture
installations
Fish and wildlife stocking 
Water testing 

As an environmental consulting
organization, we have access to
resources and information that the
average individual doesn't -- from
biomaterials to a wide diversity of plant
and animal species, we want to make
these accessible to you. Below is a
summarized list of the services we're
offering in the new year.

Although planting season doesn't 
kick off until later in the year, it is 

important to plan ahead and make 
proper assessments of your 

landscape before digging. During our 
warm Florida winter, the Stocking 

Savvy team typically conducts 
consultations, landscape 

assessments, creates management 
plans and designs for future 

plantings, and spends time on 
longer-term projects dealing with 
public education and community 

outreach. If you know you're itching 
to get to your springtime landscape 

rejuvenating, send us a message and 
we'd love to work with you.    

 
 

Ottie the otter at one of our planting sites, a wildlife rehab 
center.

 

Hundreds of bare root aquatic plantings 
ready to start filtering pollutants and 

repairing erosion! 
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