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It's that time of year where the days 
are getting warmer, the nights are 
getting shorter, and some of the most 
beautiful native plants are blooming 
for us to enjoy! The wait is over -- it's 
Springtime in the Sunshine State, 
which means it's time to get out the 
shovel and start digging. Planting 
season is among us and the Stocking 
Savvy team is filling our calendar with 
landscaping, nursery tending, and 
much more.

If you've been waiting to add native 
plants to your landscape, re-do your 
garden, or transform your pond, now 
is the time! Reach out to us with your 
vision, questions, and concerns, and 
we'll guide you through the process, 
no matter if you're a native novice or 
seasoned wildflower warrior.  

If you've previously discussed pond or 
landscape planting this season with 
us, please reach out to our team and 
confirm with us that you would like to 
continue with the planting project, as 
well as your preferred timeline. 

Welcoming Spring With Native 
Plantings 
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Kaylynn Low, our amazing nursery manager tending 
a vegetable garden filled with native edibles and 

companion plants!
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Why did we choose this particular set of species?
Well, there were several goals we

wanted to achieve with this product. First, to 
provide a food source for both pollinators

and their larvae. Secondly, to beautify a 
concentrated area with as much biodiversity

and color as possible. Lastly, to incorporate 
plants that are both easily grown and will

bloom throughout different times of the year to 
ensure that there is always something

beautiful blooming and producing seeds!
If you are interested in trying these out for 
yourself, you can find us every Saturday at

the Sarasota Farmers Market from 7:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Alternatively, you can email us

at nativeharvestnursery@gmail.com to inquire 
about individual and bulk orders! We are

looking forward to collaborating more with our 
local community to restore patches of

habitat in our city a little more each and every 
day!   

 
 

Seed Bombs & Habitat Restoration 
Kits Now Available! 
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Our adorable seed-packed jars are convenient for 
traveling and store beautifully! 

If you’ve been by our booth at the Sarasota Farmers Market (Saturdays 7am-1pm) this past
month, you may have noticed a big sign that says “New Product!” Well, it’s true! We
have finally debuted our Florida Native seed bombs! At first glance, they appear to be small balls
of dirt. Well, they partially are, but they are also so much more!

Contained within a small burlap sack are a handful of seed bombs ready for use at any moment!
They are composed of clay, compost, and seeds from a dozen different
species of native pollinator and host plants. The idea behind these balls is to make the biggest
impact with the lowest effort in your local habitats. Simply toss these balls into a barren patch of
ground and after a good rainfall, native plants will begin to sprout!

 
 

The species included in this first batch are: Ironweed, Sunshine 
Mimosa, Black-Eyed Susan, Gayfeather, Scorpion’s Tail, River 
Sage, Butterfly Needles, Tropical Sage, Lance-Leaf Coreopsis, 
Spotted Bee Balm, Old Field Goldenrod & Butterfly Milkweed!
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City Nature Challenge

Living in the 21st century 
means  you can participate in 

scientific research from the 
comfort of your own backyard!

 
City Nature Challenge 2022 is a 

worldwide collaborative 
competition to document 

global biodiversity and plant 
and wildlife distribution. 

Sarasota and Manatee County, 
as well as 7 other areas in 

Florida alone, are competing, 
so now is your chance to 
represent your city while 

lending a hand for the 
scientific community!  
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All you have to do is download the iNaturalist app and upload as many 
observations as you can from April 29th to May 2nd. Your observations will be 
identified May 3rd-8th, and winners will be announced May 9th.

If you want to support the local project check out the Sarasota Manatee 
EcoFlora Project or City Nature Challenge 2022 as there will many many local 
events, hikes, bioblitzes, and everything goes to support science and 
conservation. Florida is home to over 600 endemic species found nowhere else 
and Stocking Savvy wants your help to find and conserve them in this year's City 
Nature Challenge! 

Check out the following link to view our local project: 
 https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sarasota-manatee-ecoflora-project-fl-usa  

An "Observations" page on iNaturalist showing 
recently identified plant and animal species in our

area.  
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FWC Reports New Virus 
Targeting Turtles

The FWC is encouraging the public to 
report sick or dead freshwater turtles that
are showing clinical signs of the virus, 
which are not limited to but including: 
 weakness, splotchy red discoloration on 
shells, discharge from the nose and eyes, 
swollen, closed, or sunken eyelids, 
weakness, irregular swimming patterns, 
and difficulty breathing. Submit reports of
sick, dead and strangely acting freshwater
turtles by calling the FWC’s Freshwater 
Turtle Hotline at 352-339-8597, or by 
using the FWC Reporter App. Contact the 
FWC before handling sick or dead turtles. 

Unfortunately, it is likely that this disease 
stemmed from issues in the pet trade. As 
a reminder, NEVER release pets or 
dirty/polluted animal waste  into the 
environment. 

We are saddened to be sharing with 
you all the very unfortunate recent 

news coming out of the FWC. The Fish 
and Wildlife Commission is in the 

process of investigating a virus that 
has been detected in Florida's 

freshwater turtles, both native and 
nonnative. Named the Turtle 

fraservirus 1 (TFV1) but previously 
referred to as the Turtle bunyavirus, 

the disease has resulted in an 
Executive Order prohibiting the take 

and transport of the following 
species: FL softshells, smooth soft 

shells,  spiny softshells, and yellow- 
bellied sliders. As a result, Stocking 

Savvy is unable to stock turtle 
species at this time.  

 
 

A healthy, alert, active softshell.
 

A sick softshell showing signs of slowness 
and lethargy. 
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Photos from FWC. Visit their site: 
https://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/wi

ldlife/freshwater-turtles/tfv1/ 
 

https://myfwc.com/research/about/connect/fwc-reporter/

